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In just three decades, GIS technology has dramatically changed our perspective on both what constitutes a map and the information it contains.  Manually drafted maps have traditionally emphasized accurate location of physical features.  However the journey from the map room to the conference room and a car’s dashboard has extended maps from static wall hangings to interactive mapped data.  This new perspective marks a turning point in the use of maps— from one emphasizing physical descriptions of geographic space (descriptive mapping), to one of interacting with maps and successfully visualizing/communicating influences of spatially based factors (spatial reasoning).  This presentation investigates the context, conditions and forces driving the transition from maps to mapped data, map analysis, multimedia mapping and beyond.
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